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Yumi Saito

The reason I joined the GP program is that it would
mean a lot to me. For example, this is my junior year
and most of my friends are having a hard time with

job hunting. As for me, I'm thinking of attending

graduate school, so I'm not looking for jobs. Instead
I'm trying to do something academic like reading
books related to my major, American history. I want
to attend special colloquia and workshops to learn
while improving my ear for English, so this program

will be helpful. Also, I would love to use English

more, and this program is a good way to do that

“suEn

because we use English to communicate with each
other and post things on the web in English.
Moreover, I don't have friends younger than my
grade. I heard that a lot of members aren’t the same
year as me, so I want to talk with them @ Also, [
want to be friends with teachers too! @ I want to
take part in studying in Hawaii if it's possible! I want
to learn racial issues there such as civil rights held

by native Hawaiian people.
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GP Special Events

| Thesis Introduction Presentation
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| Immigration Issues as Seen through Comparisons between
Japan and America
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Mr. Akihiro Okumura

Dr. Erin Chung, Panelist

The Nanzan University workshop was well-organized, well-attended, and lively. I found the
students to be engaging and intellectually sophisticated. The student commentators, in
particular, made the workshop especially effective as they not only offered thoughtful
commentary on each talk, but also stimulated questions and comments from the audience.
Although the audience members who asked questions were articulate and well-versed,
perhaps more audience members would have participated had they been encouraged to ask
their questions in Japanese if necessary. Overall, I was very impressed by the organizers
and students who participated in the workshop.

Ayumi Moraes, Student Questioner

Before this symposium, I did not know there were people doing research on immigration
related subjects, so it was very interesting for me, as an immigrant in Japan.l was happy to
learn that Dr. Chung was doing some research concerning the Brazilian community in Japan.
I also learned that compared to the immigration policies in Korea, Japan is behind in terms
of accepting immigrants as part of the nation. I asked Erin what she thought about Japan
making good use of the immigrants labor force when it was needed then getting rid of them
now when Japan is in recession. She confirmed what I thought was the reality-Japan may
open its doors for immigrants widely but it will take time.

| Condition B as an Epiphenomenon
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Dr. Christopher Tancredi

Shizuka Kato, GP Student Member

The lecture's topic was "Condition B as an Epiphenomenon’. It was about generative
grammar. This lecture was a little difficult for me to understand. However, Professor
Tancredi was smiling from beginning to end. His gentle smile made me feel relaxed.

| Meet An American Diplomat
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Mr. Jonas D. St

Aya Murray, GP Project Director

Mr. Stewart's workshop was very insightful, informative, and kept the audience interested. It
served as an excellent example of the use of visual aids and also with understanding the
audience you are speaking to. As a GP workshop, I was especially excited to see our students
actively asking questions that were well thought out during the Q&A time. Overall, I felt it was
an ideal workshop where students could interact with the speaker quite freely.

| Special Guest Lecturers from Hawai'i
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Mr. Hajime Miyagawa

Dr. Bonnie Schwartz Dr. Kamil Deen

Ayaka Kojima, GP Student Member

Through the lecture of Dr. Schwartz, we learned that although people go through different
processes for second language acquisition and first language acquisition, we achieve to the
same language skills in the end.
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Now, our GP students are studying English as a second language at Nanzan University. So

from this lecture, I felt inspired to really improve my English skills in order to reach the
native speakers' level.
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Shiori Nagata, GP Student Member

It was my first time to take the lecture of linguistics; therefore, everything was new and
interesting. Especially, I was interested in two things: 1) the fact that all human beings
have been blessed with the ability to use language and 2) the grammatical differences
between English and Thai in the process of gaining languages. Although the content of
the lecture was difficult, I enjoyed it. I felt that learning linguistics is complicated and
profound.
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